EFFECT OF FEEDING ENRICHMENT
ON THE'BEHAVIOUR!OF GAZELLES IN CAPTIVITY

Gazella cuvieri

NTRODUCTION

Optimal welfare is crucial for the success of ex situ La Hoya
programes. Experimental Farm

In captivity, abnormal or stereotypic behaviours may
indicate subpar conditions. These are often “treated”
by providing enrichment which fullfills the animals’
needs.

In this study, we focus on how diet affects the
behaviour of three species of endangered gazelles kept
at La Hoya Experimental Farm, part of the Spanish
National Research Council’'s Experimental Station of
\Arid Zones (EEZA-CSIC). )

~

We evaluated the importance of diet for captive ruminants - sometimes
containing excessive concentrate feed and lacking roughage - as well as the
potential of enrichment as a tool to assess and improve their welfare.
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